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Dear Holly, 
 
 
Thank you for your letter of 27 October on behalf of your constituents, about the 
weddings industry. I am responding as this matter falls within my Ministerial portfolio. 
I was sorry to read of the impact the current situation is having on your constituents. 
 
I appreciate how important weddings are, and how many plans have been impacted 
by the COVID-19 outbreak. This has not just affected the couple wishing to get 
married, but their families, guests and those companies and organisations wanting to 
deliver these events.  However, we have had to take quick and decisive action in 
response to the scientific information, to curb the threat of the virus. 
 
Therefore, a new lockdown for England commenced on 5 November. This is planned 
to last until 2 December. During this period wedding ceremonies and celebrations will 
not be able to go ahead. There is an exception, however, which will allow wedding 
ceremonies to go ahead in exceptional circumstances.  Further information on the 
criteria for exceptional circumstances is available at www.gov.uk/guidance/new-
national-restrictions-from-5-november#weddings-civil-partnerships-and-funerals. 
 
I am aware that this will be disappointing for many, but our priority must be controlling 
the virus.  Prior to the England-wide lockdown, every area had a COVID-19 Local Alert 
level which determined the restrictions in place in a specific area. The Government 
plans to return to a tiered system once the national lockdown is lifted. 
 
In regard to support for wedding businesses during this difficult time, the Government 
is extending the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme to the end of March 2021. 
 
Businesses will now be able to furlough employees who were on a PAYE payroll prior 
to 31 October 2020 until the end of March 2021, with the Government paying 80% of 
wages up to a cap of £2,500 per month for hours not worked and employers expected 
to pay employer NICS and pension contributions. Further details can be found here: 
www.gov.uk/government/news/government-extends-furlough-to-march-and-
increases-self-employed-support  
 
Under the Local Restrictions Support Grant, businesses which pay business rates and 
have been required to close due to local or national restrictions will be able to claim 
the following levels of support: 
 

• £1,334 per month for businesses with a rateable value of £15,000 or under 
• £2,000 per month for businesses with a rateable value between £15,000 and 

£51,000 



 

 

• £3,000 per month for businesses with a rateable value of £51,000 or over. 
 
£1.1bn is also being given to Local Authorities for one-off payments to enable them to 
support businesses more broadly.  
 
The Chancellor also laid out further measures which may be of use to the wedding 
industry in his Winter Economy Plan; www.gov.uk/government/publications/winter-
economy-plan. Further information on support for business may be found here: 
www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-support-for-businesses-during-
coronavirus-covid-19.  
 
We will continue to monitor the situation and make changes to the restrictions as and 
when it is safe to do so. As I hope you will appreciate, I am afraid that I am not currently 
in a position to provide a longer-term vision for the next few months. 
 
Thank you again for taking the time to write. I hope this information is helpful in 
responding to your constituents. 
 

 

 
PAUL SCULLY MP 

Minister for Small Business, Consumers & Labour Markets 
Minister for London 

 


