
The Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP
Chancellor of the Exchequer
HM Treasury
The Correspondence & Enquiry unit
1 Horse Guards Road
London
SW1A 2HQ

3 April 2020

I would like to begin by thanking you and your department once again for the support you are offering
in order to safeguard my constituents in Scunthorpe as we edge ever closer to the critical stage of this
pandemic.
 

Whilst many have welcomed your announcement of the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, there
have been considerable statements of concern from my constituents regarding an oversight in the
furloughing of recent employees. Those who have recently resigned from and changed jobs are
rendered ineligible and thus will not be paid, and I have been contacted by some of my constitutents
who have been affected by this matter. 
 

The Government guidance is that in order to qualify to be furloughed, an individual must’ve been on
the payroll on 28th February. Additionally, for employees made redundant since that date, they will be
covered providing they are rehired by the employer, at their discretion. 
 

For those who have voluntarily resigned since this date, the protection is unclear. It seems that
providing the former employer chooses to rehire, they too will be eligible. Whilst this may appear
workable on paper, many on the ground have faced un-cooperative former employers who are resistant
to take on past employees due to personal disagreements. This has, unfortunately, meant that some of
my constituents who have always had a good record of employment were not able to access much-
needed Government support due to administrative technicality. 
 

Therefore I am requesting that you consider looking into protecting employees that have recently
resigned or started a new position. My constituents are rightly concerned about the security of their
income for the coming months and they deserve decisive clarification.
 

Once again, I hope you and your family are keeping safe during this unparalleled period for our
country. Thank you for all you are doing - I appreciate that these are extremely busy times for you and
my constituents and I will look forward to you or your team's response.

Yours sincerely,

Holly Mumby-Croft
Member of Parliament for Scunthorpe

  holly.mumbycroft.mp@parliament.uk     |     www.hollymumbycroft.org.uk
  Ground Floor Office, 45 Oswald Road, Scunthorpe, DN15 7PN
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